The above extract from the private letter to Dr Booth with a newspaper report, constituted the whole of the intelligence on the effects of ether received in England on the 17th December, 1846. Dr Booth communicated this intelligence to myself and others on the 19th, at his house, and in the presence of his family, I etherized a young lady and extracted a molar tooth; this was the first operation, under the influence of ether, performed in England, which was subsequently reported to the medical journals; in a few days I introduced the agent at several of the metropolitan hospitals, and employed it for dental operations in my own practice."
Discussion
It would take 2 days for Dr Boott to prepare ether and an inhaler. Dr Robinson stated that the letter was 'received in England on December 17th.' This obviously means that Dr Boott received the letter on 17 December; it had actually arrived at Liverpool in the Acadia on the previous day.
Dr Boott having read Professor Bigelow's letter and the extract from the article written by Dr H. J. Bigelow,' Professor Bigelow's son, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, which described many hundreds of teeth extractions, thought he should select dental surgery for the first trial, chose Miss Lonsdale, who was suffering toothache, for the patient and asked Dr Robinson, a dentist, to administer ether and perform the operation on 19 December.
The introduction of ether to Scotland
It is very interesting that on the same day, 19 December, Dr William Scott used ether for surgical anaesthesia in Dumfries in Scotland.' He was informed of ether anaesthesia by his friend Dr William Fraser, who was the ship's surgeon of the Acadia. Dr Fraser hurried to his home town of Dumfries to report the news of the recent discovery to Dr Scott as soon as he arrived in port. Fraser reached Dumfries on 17 or 18 December and Dr Scott stated that he carried out surgery under ether anaesthesia within 48 hr of receiving his report.' Dr Scott then wrote to Dr Buchanan of Glasgow and he and a dentist, also named Buchanan, carried out minor surgery under ether on Dr Buchanan's son on 22 or 23 December.
Summary
A recently discovered paper in the American Journal of Dental Science of 1855 throws new light on the chronology of the introduction of ether into England.
